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Paul I, the son of Catharine, succeeded her
on the throne and ruled from 1796 to 1801.
At the outset of his reign, he seemed favorable
to reform, but lie speedily changed his policy
and enacted repressive measures that were so
galjing as to be almost unendurable. Finally
he was assassinated, and his son, Alexander
I, came to the throne. Alexander seemed
fitted both by nature and by training for his
position. He was a man of high ideals and of
courage enough to carry them out. Among
his first acts were the freeing of the serfs
in the Baltic districts, the abolishing of the
system of paid espionage and the discontin-
uance of torture as a legal punishment.
On the death of Alexander, in 1825, his
brother, Nicholas I, came to the throne. Like
Alexander, Nicholas began his rule in a liberal
manner, but fell back later upon a policy of
repression, overcome by the difficulties which
met the reformer. His foreign relations lerl
to war with Persia, participation in the Turk-
ish defeat at Navarino, and finally to the
great struggle known as the Crimean War,
before the close of which Nicholas died. His
successor, Alexander II, was forced to ac-
cept the Treaty of Paris, which took from
Russia a part of Bessarabia and her protect-
orate over the Danubian principalities.
Another war with Turkey, begun in 1877, re-
sulted much more favorably for Russia, but
she was obliged by the other powers to give
up a part of her gains.
At the outset of his reign, Alexander
began a series of radical reforms, but before
his death he had adopted the old reactionary
policy and had become very unpopular. He
was assassinated in 1881, and his son, Alex-
ander III, came to the throne. One of the
most lasting in its results of any of the
events of the reign of Alexander III was
the agitation against the Jews. Many priv-
ileges were taken from them by law, and
persecutions of all sorts were begun against
them. With varying severity, this perse-
cution has continued to the present day. On
the death of Alexander III, in 1894, his son
came to the throne as Nicholas II. He made
few changes in his father's policy, continu-
ing especially the attempt to advance Eus-
sian interests in the East. Eailways were
constructed in. Asiatic Eussia, and trading
posts were everywhere established. In 1895,
at the close of the war between China and
Japan, Eussia came into possession of the
Chinese peninsula of Liao4ung, on which
 Port Arthur is situated. This port was of
the utmost importance to Russia, as afford-
ing an ice-free outlet for her Siberian com-
modities. Constant efforts were made to
make the district about Port Arthur thor-
oughly Russian in language and in com-
merce, Korea was seized on some pretext
and the annexation of Mongolia was at-
tempted. No opportunity was overlooked for
sending Russian soldiers into Chinese terri-
tory, and by the close of the Boxer trouble
in China, Manchuria and half of Mongolia
were firmly held by Russia.
Backed by the European powers, Japan
protested against the aggressions of Russia
and brought such pressure to bear that the
evacuation of the territory by October,
 1903,	was promised by Russia.   Later it be-
came evident that the czar was still hoping
to annex the territory which he held, and
Japan, fearing for Korea, of which she con-
sidered herself the  natural  guardian,  saw
that she would be obliged to drive Russia
from  Chinese  territory.    On  February  6,
 1904,	the Japanese representative left Pet-
rograd, and two days later active hostilities
began.   For the military events of the war,
see russo-japanese war.
The complete defeat of Russia in this
struggle had some beneficial effects on the
country. It aroused the people to a sense
of the inefficiency of their government and
showed them the corruption which existed in
the official life of the country. This awaken-
ing had begun, however, long before the
close of the struggle. Throughout the war
Nicholas II had showed himself utterly un-
able, by reason of his vacillating disposition,
to deal with the grave situation which eon-
fronted him. The reactionary class, which
was completely itx control, prevented the
spread of education among" the poorer
classes, reduced the peasants to the con-
dition of mere slaves; forced them to give
most of their earnings in taxes to support
the favored classes—in short, brought the
country to a condition little different from
that of France previous to the Revolution.
The damage done to Russian trade by the
war with Japan threw hundreds of thou-
sands of laborers out of work, race wars
broke out among the .'different peoples with-
in the country, and everywhere demands for
freedom were made.
The czar seemed at first ready to grant
concessions, but the reactionary party was

